
W
ITH TRAVEL RESTR-
ICTIONS still being 
enforced across the 
country, those itching 
to satisfy their wan-

derlust may be wondering how to re-
engage their vacation mode. Many 
people, especially avid travellers, 
need a change from the monotonous, 
and sometimes gruelling, lockdown 
life, and are willing to travel again. 
Needless to say, opting for low-risk 
ways of  travelling means taking road 
trips, sticking to places closer to 
home, and evading states where the 
cases are spiking. Of  course, thor-
ough research about travel guide-
lines and quarantine regulations is a 
must before embarking on a trip dur-
ing these times, as lockdown rules 
differ from state to state. Once you are 
free to move around, you will find that 
hotels are considering fresh ways to 
ease you into the lap of  luxury — one 
such way being bespoke packages 
that take into account both safety and 
comfort of  the guests. Despite the 
grim state of  affairs in the hospitality 
business across the globe, hoteliers 
say they prefer to see the glass as half-
full while hoping that things get back 
on track sooner than later.

They pay, you stay
Narendra Bhawan celebrates a life’s 
passage through time –— from that of  
royal birth to the makings of  a global 
bon vivant; and from then on to a 
socialist who completely contained 
the impression of  a new, democratic 
India. Set in a borough scenery, this 
abode, today, is a liberated Design 
Hotel and it enjoys a one-of-a-kind 
legacy, with a set of  curated experi-
ences that should be preserved, main-
tained, and allowed to flourish. And 
guess what, you can stay in their resi-

dence room and avail a round-trip 
transfer from Bikaner Airport or 
Railway Station for any number of  
days you wish at The Narendra 
Bhawan in Bikaner. All you need to 
pay is for the food and beverage pack 
that is priced at `3,500 per head per 
day — which includes breakfast, a la 
carte lunch, a high-chai at the coveted 
Laxmi Niwas Palace once during 
your stay, unlimited IMFL between 8 
pm to 10 pm, a Crescent thali dinner 
and a Marwadi thali, both once dur-
ing your stay). Also, you can cancel 
your booking 72 hours before arrival 
if  you change your mind. This offer is 
on till month-end.

Staycation upgrades
As a part of  their Let us Take Care of  
You campaign, Accor is offering a 
discount of  20 per cent (including 
breakfast and one major meal, lunch 
or dinner), doubling reward points, 

and offering same-day free cancella-
tion. This package is also available 
for guest bookings through OTA 
platforms (minus the offer on reward 
points). “Also, as a part of  Accor’s 
ALLSAFE safety label, developed 
with Bureau Veritas, we are ready to 
welcome our guests in a safe and 
hygienic environment,” shares 
S u n a i n a  M a n e rk a r,  G e n e r a l 
Manager Grand Mercure Mysore.

Over at the Conrad Bengaluru, the 
Great Small Break Staycation pack-
age (`7,999 plus taxes) offers a com-
plimentary suite upgrade, early 
check-in and late check-out, `1,500-
stay credit per night, redeemable on 
F&B or Conrad spa, and fun activi-
ties for children. One can choose 
their room before arrival and enjoy a 
contact-less check-in experience 
through the Hilton Honors App. 
Waking up to refreshing views of  the 
magnificent Ulsoor Lake and the 
city skyline, while being pampered 
with global gourmet delights, is one 
of  the privileges available here. 
That, and a complimentary 15-min-
ute foot reflexology session, go a long 
way in ensuring a refreshed and 
relaxed stay.  

M ov i n g  o n  t o  T h e  A i r b n b 
Far mhouse,  located in  rural 
Maharashtra just under 30 minutes 
inland from Alibaug Town, you will 
find a luxurious and serene way to 
escape the fast-paced city life. With a 
glass cottage and infinity pool over-
looking the beautiful Revdanda val-
ley and bridge, this abode is perfect 
for those looking to disconnect from 
the outside world and relax. From an 
in-house library with over 300 books 
to several games that one can choose 
to play with a large group — this 
home has something for everyone. 
The poolside terrace also has an open 
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staycation

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
affecting the travel industry, hotels 

are engaging a fresh safety-oriented 
approach to boost bookings, while 

targeting the travel-deal seeker.
By Rupali Dean

PACKAGE PERFECT

Nature trails at Hilton 
Shillim, Lonavala

Aerial view of  Tijara 
Fort-Palace, Alwar

Reflexology track at 
Naad Wellness, Sonipat

A warm welcome at 
Karma Chalets, Gurugram


