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The mention of Rajasthan instantly 
conjures up vistas of royal splendour 
and grandeur. As luck would have it, 
our ride to that beautiful region, the 

Audi A6, was equally majestic 

ROYAL DRIVE 
to Rajasthan
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HE WORKLOAD HAPPENED TO 
be a little light during the Christmas 
week, so I decided to take a couple of 
days off from work and go to Rajasthan. 
Once again I asked Audi if they could 
provide me a car for the drive and they 
obliged by giving me the A6.

Since I had a function to attend in 
Mumbai, I thought it would be a good idea to spend the 
night in Mumbai and leave early the next morning from 
that metropolis. Driving out of Mumbai at 
four o’clock in the morning was a breeze. The 
first couple of toll plazas en route were not 
too bad but the one at Charoti proved to be a 
nightmare. After waiting in a serpentine 
queue for more than 45 minutes we were 
allowed to pass through without paying the 
toll. In the aftermath of the recent 
demonetisation people now tend to pay the 
toll by their credit or debit cards and this 
takes more time, resulting in long queues at 
most toll plazas. The irony of it all is that after 
allowing long queues to form and making 
people wait, the personnel manning these 
plazas let you go without paying the toll.

The drive was quite uneventful, even 

including the bottleneck at the Bharuch bridge, until I 
decided not to take the Ahmedabad-Udaipur highway, 
opting instead for the road going via Mehsana and 
Palanpur towards Abu. The 150-kilometre-long road from 
Ahmedabad to Palanpur is lined by dhabas and restaurants 
non-stop. I had never seen so many eateries standing 
cheek by jowl to one another. They say this has something 
to do with the Prohibition in Gujarat.

Despite the heavy traffic I passed Ahmedabad by 10.00 
am and, thanks to the light steering of the A6, it was quite 

easy to weave my way through the traffic. 
Once we crossed over into Rajasthan the 
A6 stretched its legs and came into its 
element. We started cruising at nearly 
double ton speeds. After having stopped 
for lunch we reached Fateh Safari Lodge at 
4.00 pm. It had taken nearly 12 hours to 
cover this distance of 883 kilometres. Of 
course, I would have reached sooner had I 
taken the route via Udaipur. Even after 
spending nearly 12 hours behind the wheel, 
however, I did not feel tired at all. This was 
possible thanks to the luxurious seats and 
the well-insulated cabin of the Audi A6. 
No external noise filters through to its 
comfy cabin. Switch on the air-conditioner, 

T

put on some nice music and you are all set to enjoy the 
drive isolated from the din in the world outside.

The Fateh Safari Lodge is located five kilometres 
short of the Kumbhalgarh Fort atop a hill, affording one 
a panoramic view from one’s room overlooking the 
swimming pool and the valley. The rooms are really 
well-appointed and luxurious. The food was excellent 
and the staff very courteous. Dushyant Singh, the  
Fateh Safari Lodge owner, has done a fabulous job of 
setting up the resort and maintaining it. He is in the 
process of developing another property, called Fateh 
Suites, just down the road, commanding a view of the 
Kumbhalgarh Fort.

After a short visit to the Fort it was time to head to my 
next destination: Leopards Lair in Bera. This short 80-km 
drive took me nearly two hours, mainly because it  

Entering Rajasthan 
through the tunnel 
at Abu road

Once we crossed 
over into Rajasthan 
the A6 stretched its 
legs and came into 

its element

The Fateh Safari Lodge 
offers very comfortable 
accommodation and 
(right) quite a view

A narrow walkway 
from the car park at 
Fateh Safari Lodge

56    CAR INDIA    February 2017 www.carindia.inwww.carindia.in February 2017    CAR INDIA    57

TRAVELOGUE AUDI A6 — RAJASTHAN

www.carindia.in February 2017    CAR INDIA    57



The A6 exits 
Kumbhalgarh Fort

Kumbhalgarh Fort 
in all its grandeur

Leopard’s Lair also 
offers a good stay 
for humans

Exiting Rajasthan 
after an eventful 
visit

Leopard’s Lair in 
Bera: guess who’s 
home?

consisted of village roads. Even on those narrow rustic 
roads the A6 coped really well as I had raised the ride 
height. The Leopards Lair resort was founded by Thakur 
Devi Singh Ranawat to generate funds to preserve and 
protect the leopard. He is out every morning and evening 
on safaris with his guests. We did two safaris and were 
lucky to spot a female leopard. During summer, when the 
water level in the lake is a little low, one can also spot 
crocodiles.

On the return journey I had to take the same route 
instead of the Udaipur highway because doing so would 
have added another 150 km to the 941 km to Pune. Instead 
of getting stuck at the aforementioned bridge near 
Bharuch it was the toll plazas that turned out to be the 
cause of delays once again. The light steering and the 
agility of the A6 came to the fore as one is forced to 
literally go from left to right to weave one’s way through 
the traffic. The instant response from the DSG gearbox 
and the 2.0-litre TDI engine made light work of 
overtaking other vehicles. Once free from traffic, the A6 
can cruise comfortably at over 160 km/h with the 
tachometer needle hovering around the 2,000-rpm mark. 
The car returned about 11 km per litre over this round trip 
of 2,064 kilometres. People often ask me from where I get 
the energy and stamina to drive non-stop for 10 to 12 
hours. The answer is quite simple: the Audi A6. It is 
thanks to this car that I can drive non-stop for such long 
distances.  

A good rest and hopes to spot 
the elusive spotted wildcat
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