
Our idea of a relaxing and luxurious holiday 
reached fruition with the City of Lakes as the destination 

in the fabulous Audi A8
Story & Photography: Aspi Bhathena
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A
FTER SPENDING MOST 
of the year on the road travelling 
across the globe in connection 

with work, it was time to take a break 
and spend some quality time with my 
family. The idea was to have a 
relaxing and luxurious holiday. After 
consulting my good friend, Bob 
Rupani, I zeroed in on Fateh Garh in 
Udaipur, the city of lakes, and the 
Dungarpur Palace on the Rajasthan-
Gujarat border.

The next step was the mode of 

there and back or drive down and this 
would depend entirely upon the car 
that I could lay my hands on. After a 
couple of calls the good folk at Audi 
said that they would let me have the 
car for the drive and I was surprised 
when the A8 4.2 TDI rolled into the 
parking lot as I was expecting 
something like a Q5 or an A6 and 
certainly not the top-of-the-line A8.

We had planned to leave at about 
4.00 am since I wanted to pass 
through Thane early to avoid the 
local traffic. I prefer to drive at night, 
because at that time I don’t have to 
negotiate through the local two-
wheelers and three-wheelers on the 
highway. To do a night drive you 
need a good set of headlights and the 

A8 probably has the best in the 
business. After tossing and turning in 
bed as I just could not sleep, we 
decided to leave and it was 2.00 am. 
Before we set course, I set the 
suspension on the ‘comfort’ mode 
and raised the ride height and loaded 
the CD changer. We were ready to 
roll and within 20 minutes we were 
on the Pune-Mumbai expressway as 
there was hardly any traffic at that 
time of the night. In a little over two 
hours we had gone through Thane 
and were on the Gujarat highway. At 

the rate of knots we were travelling, 
signboards were whizzing past 
regularly, but we could not keep a 
track of the towns being left behind 
as it was difficult to read due to the 
sheer speed at which we were 
motoring along. 

Once you are on the highway, you 
realise that the V8 4.2 TDI is just 
the perfect car for long-distance 
driving with the engine just about 
rolling over at 1,500 revs in the 

  Jitendra 
Singh, the owner 
of Fateh Garh,  
with his Great 
Dane

  Luxury and 
royalty go hand-
in-hand, the
Audi A8 with the 
imposing Fateh 
Garh in the 
background
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eighth gear and cruising at 160 km/h, 
which is just unbelievable; most cars 
would be struggling to do more than 
80 km/h at 1,500 revolutions per 
minute and at 2,000 you are 
motoring along at 175 km/h.

It was about 8.30 in the morning 
when we reached Vadodara and by 
10.00 am we had bypassed 
Ahmedabad and were heading north 
towards Udaipur. It was one o’clock 
in the afternoon when I pulled into 
Fateh Garh after being on the road 
for exactly 11 hours and 900 
kilometres. We had reached our 
destination. Fateh Garh is located 
about seven kilometres west of 
Udaipur and stands 350 feet above 
the city, overlooking the city, Lake 

Pichola and the City Palace.
If you are going to spend 10 to 11 

hours in the car then the A8 cabin is 
where you would want to be. Its large 
seats are very comfortable and give 
you good support in all the right 
places and you can adjust them 
exactly to your body size with just the 
correct amount of lumbar support for 
your lower back. You can also get a 
massage while you are driving. I 
found the massage very relaxing 
during this long stint in the car. 
Listening to the three tenors on the 
Bang and Olufsen music system was 
like hearing them live at a concert as 
the placement of the speakers and 
the cabin acoustics are fantastic. The 
reason why the sound system 

If you wish to do horse 
riding/safari, in Udaipur, 
www.princesstrails.com 
would come handy 

Our room at Fateh Garh 
overlooking the swimming 

pool and the city of  Udapiur
The city palace, as seen 
from Jag Mandir

En route Udaipur
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