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F & B

You won’t realise you are in a revolving restaurant till you look up 
and out of its huge glass windows about 10 minutes into hogging 
the delicious food. Wasn’t there a tree right there? How has it 
shifted to the right — or is it to the left? That’s when you notice 
the circular base of the restaurant — named Cloud 7 — rotating 
oh-so-slowly. No, you won’t feel giddy, just amazed at how many 
surprises this unassuming hill town throws up. Hike, glide, trek 
or just stop and watch life rushing past. At the postcard-pretty 
hill station of Palampur, choices are aplenty. A quaint town in the 
Kangra Valley, Palampur is surrounded by tea gardens and pine 
forests at the foothills of the mighty Dhauladhar range.

For me, it was supposed to be an extended weekend away from 
the city. And my hotel, RS Sarovar Portico - home to Cloud 7 -, 
added to my experience. The hotel is a unique property in the 
heart of the town, with each of its 43 rooms offering a USP of 
its own. One of its rooms, in fact, has a distinct duplex-like feel! 
There’s a ladder that takes you straight to the upper tier of the 
room, which is equipped with a comfortable bed and a set-up of 
its own. This is not to say that the other rooms don’t give it a fair 
fight. But nothing beats the experience of sitting out on the Ter-
race restaurant with a drink, tucking into the many savouries the 
chef serves up, all the while taking in the view of snow-capped 
mountains. It’s a calm you’ll never experience in the city.

- N Panda

stay

A Himalayan pit stop

1. A view of 
the Kangra 
Valley

2. The 
revolving 
restaurant at 
the property

3. When in 
Palampur, do 
not forget to 
go paragliding
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